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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE 

WARRIORS MARK TOWNSHIP BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 

WARRIORS MARK FIRE HALL 

FEBRUARY 4, 2025 

 

The February 4, 2025 meeting of the Board of Supervisors of Warriors Mark Township was called 

to order at approximately 6:30 pm, with Chairman Liese, Supervisors Hockenberry and Supervisor 

Neff, Solicitor Stants, Code Enforcement Officer, Dave Piper, Sewage Enforcement Officer, Kasey 

Snell and Secretary/Treasurer Malvoisin all being present. Emergency Management Coordinator, 

Kyle Seeger, was absent. 

 

Public Comment: 

• Brandon Harpster sewage planning module to be reviewed and signed for 52-07-01.1.  

Sewage Enforcement Officer Snell had no comments, it needs a signature that the Act 537 is 

up to date.  Supervisor Neff made a motion to sign, seconded by Supervisor Hockenberry 

and approved unanimously with the vote of Chairman Liese. 

• Jeff Stein update on Warriors Mark Youth Baseball, restructured last year.  Successful 

season good participation joined with Juniata Valley, that will continue this year, 

registration numbers are up.  Everything is trending in a positive direction.   Thank the 

township for all of the improvement and especially Chairman Pete Liese for securing grant 

providing the purchase materials for batting cages and grateful to partner with the Warriors 

Mark church for use of their indoor facility. Purchased an indoor batting cage.  Will 

revaluate the facilities this Spring.  There was graffiti in the spring was able to reach out to 

the culprit and it was repaired.  Comment from resident thank you for doing that it was a 

great service for the youth and the community.  Jeff stated the league has a board of seven 

consists of parents of current players and parents of past players. Supervisor Neff asked do 

you anticipate needing to rebuild the mound and the area around the home plate because of 

drainage issues?  Do you anticipate any problems with damage to the field.  Chairman Liese 

said for 2026 we will try to apply for another one of those grants, there is only $30,000 

available.  Jeff stated $1,740 was put to good use. 

• Dan Truax would like to make an offer for the old Dodge truck that we have that has been 

setting for years of $400.   

Zoning Officer’s Report: 

• As requested I prepared updated fee schedule for consideration.   

• Presented the modifications for proposed zooming ordinance modification to Warriors Mark 

Townshp Planning Commission which they approved and forwarded for the Board of 

Supervisors for consideration 

 

SEO Report: 

• 1 tank replacement for the Hassenplug estate, no inspections done yet, the letter was not sent 

out yet for this year.  Letters are being prepared to be sent this week so watch out in the  

mail for getting your pumping or pumping and inspection letter.  Both stream discharges are 

underway and finalizing.  Both are in design by John Deluchio.  1 permit was issued to the 

residence at 4057 Diamond Drive. 

 

Solicitor's Report: 

• Nothing to report  
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Engineer’s Report: 

• Nothing to report 

 

EMC Report: 

• Nothing to report 

 

Fire Company Report:  

• Last month 2 motor vehicle 2 assists 2 structure 1 trees wires down 

• 1st gun bingo raised $14,000 

• Comedy night was 2/1 $3700 raised 

• Fish fry will start the first Friday in March 7th will add shrimp as an option 

• A lot of interest in wing night will have one in May 

• Gun raffle tickets are out for 7/19/25 event 

• Have been approved for state fire com grant, amount will be out this week somewhere 

between $12,000 – $14,000 

• The fire hall is in the middle of major renovations, bathrooms redone, new walls in kitchen, 

new flooring, new digital sign 

 

Historical Society: 

• Starting raffles 

• First meeting will be April  

 

Warriors Mark General Authority: 

• Couple of smaller leaks, not major.  A week or so ago one found unoccupied house with a 

new pond in the basement.   

• The water authority was approached by the engineer team from Dollar General they don’t 

plan on putting a sprinkler system in the building, that was an item I thought was interesting.   

•  No updates on cell phone.  Verizon provided proposal to the state to improve underserved 

and unserved.  Windstream is not participating in that proposal.  

 

Secretaries Reports: 

• Pursuant to a motion made by Supervisor Hockenberry seconded by Chairman Liese, and 

approved unanimously with the vote of Supervisor Neff, the minutes from the Board of 

Supervisors Meeting were approved.  Supervisor Neff made a motion, Supervisor 

Hockenberry seconded and the reorganization meeting minutes held January 6, 2025 were 

approved unanimously.    

• Pursuant to a motion made by Supervisor Hockenberry, seconded by Supervisor Neff and 

approved unanimously with the vote of Chairman Liese, the expenditures presented on 

February 4, 2025, in the amount of $22,283.07 were approved. Stew motion Brian second 

Receipts for January totaled $32,079.16.    

 

Board Comments: 

• Act 537 Public Hearing 

Engineer Dave Cunningham said it will take 20-25 minutes to discuss what the plan is, 

where we are at and where we go from here.  Would like to talk a bit about what Act 537 is, 

the township history with developing the plan and the content of the plan and the next steps.  

Act 537 was an act of the PA legislature in 1966, it created the status quo for on lot systems.  

The establishment of SEO, putting the permitting for the systems on the township, what is 
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responsible building when it comes to sewage needs.  It is the job of the township to 

periodically evaluate sewage needs within the township and options and plans to address 

those needs.  Responsible for developing the plan and keeping it current, most townships do 

not do anything until PADEP contacts them.  Warriors Mark Township was approached by 

DEP in 2006 to update their 537 plan.  At that time there was new housing development 

going on and that really drove DEP to make the township address those needs.  We went 

through the process of updating the plan, evaluated the options of public sewer and 

concluded that would be too costly.  Every individual is responsible for an on lot system.  

That plan was adopted 2006/2007, at that time DEP rejected that plan and said they would 

not accept anything except public sewer.  In 2008 the bottom fell out of the housing 

development and housing slowed down and never grew to that pace again.  The plan sat 

there a while until 2016/2017 when new people at DEP approached the township about 

approving an Act 537 plan.  DEP was then more open to an on lot system management 

program, traditional septic systems, sand mounds.  The township adopted an on lot 

maintenance system ordinance in 2017 stating the system must be pumped every 3 years and 

an inspector must inspect the system.  The three year cycle is the maximum period that DEP 

will accept.  If another township accepts a longer period that plan was accepted prior to 

2017.  Supervisor Neff met with DEP in Harrisburg several years back and we tried with our 

engineer to get an adjustment to the three years, but they refused.  (Engineer)We are now in 

the third cycle and have a good handle on the state of the on lot systems.  As part of this 

latest cycle we did well testing in 2020.  Somewhere around 600 of the systems have been 

looked at and essentially cleared.  At this point we have a new version of the Act 537 plan 

that we are getting ready to submit to DEP.  This is about 200 pages, a lot of that is 

appendixes, the real core is about 15 pages of narrative and is there for anyone to review and 

comment on.  There is a of discussion about physical attributes of the township, population, 

income, background of existing facilities, water, neighboring sewer systems, existing plans, 

township zoning, ordinances in place.  The real meat of the document is the valuation of 

alternatives, what are the sewage needs, how can we address that.  5 main alternatives – 4 of 

those are variations on a public sewer, 2 of those serve 200 homes right in the village, 

Spring Mount, frog town about 400 homes in the township area.  Those are all too 

expensive, among both of those one is gravity collection which is more expensive up front, 

the other is grinder system cheaper upfront more expensive to maintain.  In terms of outlay 

to build those systems $15 million – $40 million to put that infrastructure in the ground, 

serving 200 – 400 homes.  Among those 4 we go into discussion of the various agencies that 

fund one is PennVest USDA rural development, both fund with combination of grants and 

long term loans.  Commonwealth financing authority and other smaller grant programs.  

Looking at those costs and the various available programs we asked what would the monthly 

cost be for the user, that would be north of $100 per month in a sewer fee, less optimistic 

would be $200 per month per user.  The fifth alternative is continuation of the status quo as 

it stands right now.  The on lot management program is in the third cycle the overall health 

is pretty good, not many problems, those that are found are easily addressed.  The soil is 

very conducive to on lot disposal.  The overall soil density of the township is favorable to on 

lot systems.  The best way to meet the sewage needs of the township is to continue with the 

on lot individual systems with oversite by the township with 3 year inspection cycle.  

Ultimately the plan ends with a recommendation of the on lot system.  Next steps starting 

tonight the township is making the document available for review for 30 days, it is this book 

and a set of maps, soil, system layouts that accompany the plan.  Anybody who submits 

written comments on the plan we will address those comments in writing and those will be 

included with the plan.  The plan has been sent off to a number of jurisdictional agencies, 

several environmental agencies that manage protected species, PA Game commission, US 
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fish and wildlife, they will all have an opportunity to comment on the plan.  After those have 

all been collected and commented on they will be included with the plan.  Then the township 

will vote on the plan and it will be sent off to DEP, once accepted it will be the plan and the 

township will be expected to implement it.  Hopefully it will not have to be addressed again 

for 10, 20 or 30 years.  This is the 537 plan for the entire township.  Anytime someone is 

proposing a subdivision of land whether 2 lots or 40 lots, that plan becomes an official 

amendment to the township wide plan.  Just as the plan is adopted as a resolution, the 

subdivision is also adopted as a resolution. 

Resident question there was online or in the paper that the inspection is every 6 years, not 

every 3 years.  Supervisor Neff stated our ordinance has it listed for inspection every 6 

years.  Engineer Dave Cunningham I could be wrong on that, so you are pumping every 3 

and inspecting every 6 years.  The language of the plan is you are going to continue with the 

plan that you have. 

Resident is the township upping rates at all?  Sewage Officer Snell – no it will remain the 

same $125 per inspection. Supervisor Neff said because it became so cumbersome to track 

we hired a part time secretary and purchased software to track and document.  It has been a 

bit of a tough road with the water testing, a lot of things come down from the state, most 

recently being required by the state talking about subdivision if you have a large piece of 

ground you only had to do sewage testing on the lot you were sectioning off but now they 

say that you need to test the entire lot.  DEP seems to be a lot easier to deal with now.  If we 

went with public sewage, the systems are obsolete and have to be updated before the plans 

are approved.  The loans are 4.25% when you start talking millions of dollars, that is a lot of 

money.  We worked very hard with Dave at Keller Engineers to try to avoid any of that. 

Chairman Liese said when I first came on the board, I contacted our members of the state 

legislature to complain about the pump outs feeling like we were being picked on.  They 

said that DEP is doing their job.  They worry about being seen as not being good for the 

environment.    

Resident question are there any exceptions to the 3 year about getting your system pumped 

depending how many people are in your house?  Sewage Enforcement officer Snell said you 

can file for an exemption; we still recommend getting pumping and you can skip a cycle if 

approved.  There is a $25 fee to apply for exemption. 

Resident does that exemption go on for perpetuity or is it one time?  SEO Snell it is 1 time – 

in cases of no occupancy it is a standing exemption.  If it is a person that lives there and 

spends x amount of time there it is a cycle exemption.   

Resident is well testing now part of the testing?  Engineer Dave Cunningham no that should 

just be a one time testing.  Is the township sewage inspector the only one allowed to inspect?  

Engineer Dave Cunningham yes.  Is that per DEP?  The township is expected to designate 

that office and they are responsible for testing the soils and the on lot.  SEO Snell stated we 

do have two inspectors Dan Truax and Gerald Hook.  Resident there were people talking 

saying that the guys weren’t even certified.  Resident is there any regulation with the 

pumpers so they can’t rake you over the coals on the amount?  SEO Snell there is no 

regulation and they set their own prices.  Supervisor Neff that’s been talked about in the past 

one of the issues is where to dump the sewage.  Tyrone will not take sewage from on lot 

systems. 

Resident there is no way to take 3 years and stagger it?  SEO Snell yes it is set up that way.   

Terry from Birmingham asked is a pumper still responsible for brining the inspector with 

them?  SEO Snell it is on the resident to call, it is not the responsibility of the pumper.  

Terry who is responsible to track that when I forget?  Kasey the township tracks that.  Our 

new system tracks that.   
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Resident will the township notify everyone every three years?  SEO Snell said you will 

receive a letter that will tell you when you are due to pump and when you are due to inspect 

and pump.  You have until the end of the year to pump.  Because of getting the system set 

up, the letters have not went out yet.  Supervisor Neff in that letter is the phone number to 

contact SEO Snell, the inspectors, and Machelle Reese to contact them directly. 

Resident I know some of the haulers say they have the inspection license.  Chairman Liese 

the reason we have an independent inspector is because it is a conflict of interest.  SEO Snell 

they can offer you something and tell you that you need to fix something now.  Supervisor 

Neff when you have the pumper come you should ask them to look and make sure the 

baffles are there.  Most of the pumpers can replace the baffles for you.  When a pumper is 

called out please make sure your lid is uncovered and not buried.  As far as baffles they help 

stop gases coming back in your system as well as other things such as solids getting into and 

plugging the filter bed.  If you can visually see them they should be together and not 

cracked.  It is an easy fix. 

Resident you have until the end of the year to have it pumped.  You don’t send any notices 

out in December.  SEO Snell no, the notices go out in January.  All the pumpers have Kasey 

Snell’s number if you are scheduled and they are unable due to weather they will let me 

know, we completely understand.  Supervisor Neff said people were concerned in the past 

they get the system pumped and inspected and it fails, that they won’t be able to live at their 

house.  There is a reasonable amount of time to fix the issue, you will not have to leave your 

home.  SEO Snell said according to DEP if you have a cracked tank you have up to 3 years 

to repair your tank.  Your permit is good up to 3 years.  After that time if it has not been 

corrected, it must be escalated to DEP.  That gives you time to get a contractor and get it 

repaired. 

Resident I think the population has changed in our township where there used to be more 

people in the household, now there are less children and more retired people.  The sewage 

attention should be a little bit different than when it had been in 2007.  The fact you tested 

wells and didn’t find pollution that should make a difference in how you should have to 

address the sewage.  Supervisor Neff said there was 4.8 % growth 2010 – 2020.  SEO Snell 

said there are a lot of houses in the township that are more than 200 years old.  Multiple 

properties running into streams and those need to be addressed and are being replaced.   

Resident is there any concern that DEP won’t accept this plan?  Engineer Dave Cunningham 

our conversations up to this point it seems they are going to be accepting of this plan.  We 

shouldn’t have to revisit the plan for quite some time 

Terry although I am not 100% agreeing with this schedule, I want to thank the supervisors 

for tanking the public sewer system.  None of us could afford that.  Thank you for making it 

the way it is right now.   

Supervisor Neff Keller Engineering has been working with the township all these years with 

this situation the last time we submitted a plan to DEP they submitted a plan for a similar 

municipality theirs was approved, ours was rejected.  We have a few class A streams 

running through our township dumping into Spruce Creek which was probably why we were 

rejected last time.  Chairman Liese the last thing that helped us was the pandemic, 

everything went on hold.  It was to our advantage, we didn’t have to rush into a plan. 

Resident did Franklin Township have to go through the same thing we did here?  Supervisor 

Neff, I don’t know. 

Engineer Dave Cunningham stated he will leave the plan here and some business cards to 

reach out to me with any questions. 

John Gilliland, Resident the agricultural changes that have been made when I decided to 

have a large dairy is what has happened is the farms used to be spread out and small.  Now 

Warriors Mark has become an emptying place for a lot of spreaders.  In Spruce Creek Valley 
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you can hardly stand up in the creek now because of the nitrogen content in the stream and 

the moss everywhere.  Has the township thought about the amount of manure that is being 

spread right next to the water system.  We don’t want the towns people to be blamed when 

they are not the problem.  Are there guidelines for how much manure can be spread?  

Warriors Mark has been an area where manure has gravitated in amounts I have never seen 

in my lifetime.  I am wondering whether we may want to consider what is happening with 

agricultural land.  Supervisor Liese stated we are not allowed to put a control on that at all.  

Resident I don’t blame the farmers, they have to get rid of it.  The amount of manure is 

unreal, they are having trouble finding places to put it.  We do not want that to interfere 

when the ground water testing comes up and we get blamed for it.  When you have a flood 

with a public system it goes right back in the stream, if we did that we would get blamed.  

SEO Snell as far as manure spreading DEP issues permits to these applicators, most of them 

aren’t even from this area.  If you are spreading your own manure on land you own, there is 

not a permit for that.  Supervisor Neff nitrates are fairly high in Warriors Mark Township 

can’t be distinguished from human or animal expected with agriculture.      

• Zoning Ordinance Modifications Dave did a review on our Zoning ordinance and took a 

look at deficiencies in our ordinance.  Part C Commercial District Setback and Landscape 

Buffer Number 1 currently reads Each commercial lot shall have a Building and Operations 

setback of thirty feet from all property lines adjacent to residential use.  Revise to a Building 

and Operations setback of fifty feet from all property lines adjacent to non-commercial 

and/or industrial use. 

• Number 2 currently reads Within the required setback area, a minimum twenty foot wide 

buffer guard shall be established along property lines that abut residential property.  This 

buffer shall be landscaped with evergreen and shade trees throughout.  Revise to a minimum 

thirty foot wide buffer yard shall be established along property lines that abut non-

commercial and/or industrial use.  This buffer shall be landscaped with evergreen and shade 

trees throughout.  Trees shall be a minimum height of 6 feet at time of planning and upon 

maturity shall block the view of the commercial use.  The area adjoining a public road or 

street shall not be landscaped in any way that blocks sight distance for access and egress to 

the property. 

• D Bulk Requirements currently reads Maximum building coverage 50% revise to maximum 

impervious surface shall not exceed 40% of the total property area and shall include fire 

access, buildings, parking, sidewalls and exterior storage. 

• Currently we don’t have specifications for parking lot lighting  

Lighting requirement 1. All parking lot lights shall have cutoffs so as to limit light pollution 

in the community.  No parking lot lighting shall permit the light bulb or other type of 

luminary device to be directly visible from a height of 6 feet within 10 feet of the property 

lines.  Exterior building access lighting and safety lights shall be designed and placed to 

limit light pollution to adjoining properties.  Parking lot lighting shall be turned off 1 hour 

after the close of the business and not turned on more than 1 hour before opening.  Motion 

detection lights shall remain off unless motion on the property is detected.  Motion lights 

shall be exempt from the hours of operation requirements.  Motion detection lighting is for 

safety and/or security purposes only. 

This was brought to the planning commission in January they recommend to advertise and 

accept.  Supervisor Neff made a motion to accept and advertise.  Solicitor Stants said the 

proposed ordinance has to go to the county planning commission for them to approve.  They 

have 30 days to review.  You also have to do a public hearing and advertise for 2 

consecutive weeks.  Supervisor Neff made motion to move ahead, Supervisor Hockenberry 

seconded the motion, and passed unanimously with the vote of Chairman Liese. 
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• Resolution Update 2018-03 Establishing and Setting Forth the Schedule of Fees of the 

Township of Warriors Mark.  Zoning Officer Piper went through our old ordinance and 

updated the fee schedules.  Supervisor Neff made motion to move ahead, Supervisor 

Hockenberry seconded the motion, and passed unanimously with the vote of Chairman 

Liese. 

• Discuss pavilion concrete Chairman Liese has been trying to get prices this week.  One 

contractor from Petersburg was at the site on Friday, three more contractors left to contact.  

Hope to get that done the end of April.   

• Supervisor Neff stated that state electric vehicle road use taxation assessment by the state 

will begin April 1st   

 

Public Comment: 

• No comment 

 

The meeting was adjourned at 8:00 p.m. with the motion being made by Supervisor Hockenberry, 

seconded by Supervisor Neff and passed unanimously with the vote of Chairman Liese.   

 

   

 

            

     Sonja Malvoisin, Secretary 


